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I would like to thank all the members of the Northeast Chapter for 
electing myself and the other members to the board of directors.
The chapter needs everyone to get involved, this board is open to 

any new ideas so if anyone has them please contact me. Because 
our chapter is not one of the larger in membership the new dues 
policy was needed. Our dues remain the same at $35, But there will 
be a late fee of $10 after February 28 2018.
Everyone now can go to our web site and type in their information, 

then print it. We will be having only one judging meet this year on 
April 29th, 2018, look for the information on our web site.
A new feature will be added to our news letter also, a for sale 

section. All member now can submit a ad to sell parts or cars, the 
fee is $5 per ad. Checks can be made to NE NCRS Chapter and 
sent to Rich Ferraro. Jay Tansey will handle all ads.
In closing I would like to thank Bob, JR, and Joann Amantea  for 

all that they have done, with there help over the years.
The board and I look forward to a great up coming year.
    Thank you all again. 
     Mike Lombardi.

 From the Chairman

 Report - 12/31/17
Opening balance 2017 was $2,371.75, Year to date revenue of $4,055.19, 
Less disbursements of $5,491.96, Leaves a loss of $1,436.77 for the 
months ended Dec. 2017, This subtracted from opening balance of 
$2,371.75 leaves a cash balance of $934.98. 
Thanks to all the members who have responded early to the dues request as our balance continues to grow past Jan.1, I’m optimistic for 2018.

    Rich Ferraro, Treasurer
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Secretary’s 
Northeast Chapter – NCRS 

 
 
A general membership meeting of the Northeast Chapter of the NCRS was held on December 17, 2017.  
Dues were set at $35.00 for the 2018 and are due by February 28, 2018. A $10.00 late fee will be 
assessed for dues not remitted by February 28, 2018. 
 
Officer elections for the year 2018 were conducted. The newly elected officers are as follows: 

1. Chairman:  Mike Lombardi 
2. Vice Chairman:  Joe Santiso 
3. Secretary:  Rob Rohloff 
4. Treasurer:  Rich Ferarro 
 

The following positions were appointed: 
1. Membership:  Jay Tansey 
2. Judging Chairman: Angelo Milazzo  
3. Editor:   Ron Goldberg 
4. Website:  Joe Santiso 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Ken Nelson, Secretary 
 
 
 

Membership application is available on our website  
https://www.ncrsnec.com (all members please book mark 
this site), it can be filled in on their computer and printed 
out and mailed to; 

Rich Ferraro
54 Roast Meat Hill Rd
Killingworth, CT 06419

Thank You
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Vice Chairman’s 
This month marks the beginning of an exciting New 
Year for the NCRS Northeast Chapter. Our 2018 
Judging Meet is already scheduled for April 29th 
at GT Motorcars, LLC in Wallingford, Connecticut.   
This is the same site that we enjoyed for our Fall 
2017 meet and the Judging School and Membership 
meeting in December. Many thanks to the Amanteas 
for allowing the use of their facility. As an extra benefit 
to this location, it is awesome to view all the high-end 
sports and performance cars they have located at 
the facility.  

In case you have not heard, our Chapter has planned 
only the one Judging Meet for 2018 on April 29th 
instead of our usual two Spring and Fall meets. So 

be sure to sign up early, and get the word out to your friends so that the opportunity is 
not missed.

Also new for this year, is the payment of Membership Dues for the Northeast Chapter.  
At our recent membership meeting in December, it was voted to lower the dues back 
down to $35.00. Dues payments must be made prior to February 28th, to avoid a $10.00 
late fee. On our website www.ncrsnec.com you can fill out your 2018 Dues Membership 
application online, and then print and mail to Rich Ferraro with your payment.

We are in the planning stages for the other events the Northeast Chapter will offer in 2018. 
Like the years of past, we will plan a Judging School, Technical Seminar, Membership 
Meeting, and a Road Tour at a minimum. We encourage you to share with the Board 
Members any ideas and recommendations you may have for events that we can hold 
throughout the year. We are anxious to hear your new ideas.  And we still have a need for 
an Events Chairman, so if you would like to help out please let us know. The membership 
would greatly appreciate your participation.  

As I write this message on January 7th, the outside temperature in Oxford, Connecticut 
is 7 degrees F! I hope you are one of the lucky people who are in Florida for the NCRS 
Regional and the Mecum Auctions, or in Scottsdale, AZ for Barrett-Jackson. But if not, I 
hope you have plans for the National Convention in Las Vegas in July!

I would like to wish all of the Northeast Chapter members, and the guests who receive 
our Newsletter, a very Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous New Year 2018!

  Sincerely,

  Joe Santiso

  Vice Chairman – NCRS Northeast Chapter
  Northeast Chapter Flight Award Administrator
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NORTHEAST CHAPTER of NCRS 
2018 DUES NOTICE 

$35.00 Due by February 28, 2018 

Late fee of $10.00 after February 28, 2018 

FOR RENEWAL AND/OR NEW MEMBERS 
PLEASE PRINT: 

NAME___________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ 

CITY___________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP _________ 

PHONE (______)_________-__________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS ________________________________________________ 

NATIONAL NCRS # _________________ (ON DRIVELINE ADDRESS LABEL) 

CHECK ONE: 

RENEWAL ________ NEW MEMBER __________ 

IF YOU ARE IN THE NCRS JUDGING PROGRAM, PLEASE INDICATE YOUR JUDGING 
LEVEL? __________ (EXAMPLE: XX.X) 

DUES FOR 2018 WILL BE THIRTY-FIVE ($35.00) DOLLARS.  
IT'S IMPORTANT THAT YOU FILL OUT THE ABOVE FORM WHETHER YOU 
REMIT AT THE NEXT MEETING OR BY MAIL. THE ABOVE INFORMATION 
WILL KEEP OUR MAILING LIST CURRENT AND OUR DUES-PAID RECORDS ACCURATE.  WE 
WILLALSO BE ABLE TO E-MAIL YOU NOTICES FOR MEETS, EVENTS AND QUARTERLY 
NEWSLETTERS.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO NEC-
NCRS

NORTHEAST CHAPTER / BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MAIL TO: 

Richard Ferraro 
54 Roast Meat Hill Road 

Killingworth CT 06419-1431

(860) 663-2754    richard.ferraro@frontier.com 

 If you know someone interested in joining our NCRS Chapter, give them this application. Tell them they first have 
to join the National NCRS.To do this, go to www.NCRS.org. 
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 -NortheastChapterChristmasParty-
December3,2017

Photos by Drew Papsun

Our members who attended 
the Christmas Party

Bob & Joann Amantea   
  
Bill & Sue Bachlechner

Alan & Nancy Blay     

Bob & Kay Dickson   
  
Ron & Kathy Goduti   
  
Kent & Claire Johnson   
  
Bob & Dolly Markowski 
  
Drew & Joann Papsun   
  
Dave & Cindy Smith   
  
Charlie Spinaci & Carol Amato



9

 -NortheastChapterJudgingSchool
Photos by Drew Papsun

• Ron Goduti and Joe Tansey instructed a judging school in regard to C1, C2, & C3 exhaust systems. 

• The objective was to compare original parts versus after market, over the counter, and reproduction 
parts. We verbally discussed their differences in configuration, and finish. 

• Also, we discuss percentages for deductions for aluminized in stainless steel exhaust and let the 
membership participate to ensure that we are on the same page when judging exhaust systems. 

• We fielded questions and answers and invited the membership to participate and interact with us 
during the 1 1/2 hour discussion. 



 -NortheastChapterJudgingSchool
Photos by Drew Papsun
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NCRS NORTHEAST CHAPTER JUDGING MEET 
Sunday, April 29, 2018 

The Northeast Chapter cordially extends an invitation to all NCRS Members to join us at  
GT Motor Cars, 20 North Plains Industrial Road unit # 11, Wallingford, CT   06492 

GENERAL MEET IFORMATION  
Chapter Chairman 
Mike Lombardi 
203-525-3501 
Fuelie64_99@yahoo.com                                                                          
 

JUDING INFORMAITION                                               
Judging Chairman 
Angelo Milazzo 
203-461-4543 
angmilz@aol.com 
 

NCRS#        (from Driveline Label/NCRS Website) Exp.Date      
Name:  Spouse/Sig.Other      
Guest(s)_        
Address:   City:  State    
Zip    Telephone:( ) - - (List the best number to contact you) 
Email:     

***********All Chapter Meet Registrations Will Be Confirmed By Email************** 
  

Schedule of Events: 
Sunday - 7:30 AM - Registration Opens 
8:15 AM - Judges/Owners Meeting 
8:30 AM - Judging Begins 
3:00 PM - Judging Completed - Awards Presentation 

Judges Registration ($10).......................................... ______                      
Non Member Guest Fee/Non Judge($10)……………______ 
Flight Judging($70) ................................................... ______  
Sportsman/Founders Display($15)…….……..           ______ 
Duntov/McLellan/Hill/Bowtie/Crossed Flags Display  free 

Yes, I would like to join the Northeast 
Chapter (Thru 12/31/18) ($35)  .....………………….  _ 

 
Total ………………………………………………$  _ 

Judged Entry: Year * VIN *Build Date _* Paint Code    
*Trim Code *Body Number Engine HP    Ext. Color Int. Color Fabric    
Coupe/Conv *1963-1999 Information Obtained From Vehicle Trim Tag and/or VIN Tag/Service ID Label 
Will you be a Judge? Yes No Preference: Ops, Int, Ext, Mech, Chassis (Circle Preference) 
Judging level    Indicate your Judging Choices with a 1st and 2nd in the Judging classes below: 

 

53-55   56-57_   58-60   61-62   63-64_  65  66_  67   68-69   70-72_   
73-77   78-82_   84-86   87-89   90-93  94-96 97-99      

*Proof of ownership in your name (Title or State Registration or Bill of Sale) and Proof of in-force liability 
insurance with your cars VIN# and exp. date must accompany this registration form. Owners not complying cannot 
have their car judged or displayed. 

 

If using USPS, make checks payable to: NCRS Northeast Chapter. Send completed application, with Proof of Insurance 
and Ownership, and check to: NCRS 2018 Northeast Chapter Meet, c/o Angelo Milazzo, 5 Francine Drive, 
Greenwich, CT  06830   NO REFUNDS AFTER APRIL 20, 2017 
 
Hold Harmless Agreement: I AGREE to insure my vehicle(s) and property against loss, damage, and 
liability, and to provide proof of such insurance to NCRS at registration. I AGREE to assume the risk of any 
and all damages or injury and to indemnify and hold harmless NCRS, its officers, directors, agents, 
employees, chapters, and this event at GT Motor Cars, 20 North Plains Industrail Road, Wallingford, CT , for 
any acts or omissions that may result in theft, damage, or destruction of my property or injury to me or others 
during, or as a consequence of this event. I AGREE to abide by the NCRS Policy on Drugs and Alcohol 
(revised 2006). The use of drugs or alcohol by anyone attending an NCRS event including NCRS members, 
family members, guests, and vendors is prohibited while participating in any driving tests and/or road tours. 
Auto insured with:    
Policy #:     
Exp. Date:     
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The electric generator and the electric motor are
the opposites of each other. The generator devel-
ops direct electrical current by using mechanical
energy to turn a shaft rotating in a magnetic field.
An electric motor uses direct electrical current to
create a magnetic field which causes a shaft to
rotate developing mechanical energy. An automo-
bile generator can be tested by “motoring” it. By
connecting the proper voltage to it, it will spin like
an electric motor. More about this later.

All solid axle Corvettes, and all GM vehicles until
1963, were originally equipped with generators. As
higher compression ratios in engines became
common, as well as operating so many electrically
driven accessories, the direct current generator
struggled to recharge the battery while supplying
power to the increased number of electrical
options. In 1960 Chrysler developed the alternat-
ing current generator, better known as the alterna-
tor. By 1963 the alternator became standard issue
industry wide. Every Chrysler, GM and Ford corpo-
ration automobiles now had alternators and the

generator was obsolete except for some lawn trac-
tors and other such implements.

For the solid axle Corvettes, we are concerned with
the generator as original equipment. It receives its
input power from a belt shared with the water
pump driven off the crankshaft pulley. The genera-
tor pulley has an integrated cooling fan. The six
cylinder Corvettes have an enclosed impeller for
cooling, the V-8 generators have an open impeller.
On six volt vehicles, the enclosed impeller was
selected to move more cooling air thru the genera-
tor. Once 12 volt electrics came in, by 1958 it was
found that enclosing the impeller was not neces-
sary.

Testing your generator:
It’s easy to check if your generation is working
properly. You will need a voltmeter. Measure the
voltage across the battery - 6V should be 6.3, 12V
should be 12.6 with the engine off. Start the engine
and test again. As you rev up the engine, you
should get about 7 volts (6V battery) or about 14
volts (12V battery). If so, the generator is working
and charging the battery.

If voltage doesn’t increase, the most common rea-
son is worn brushes. As brushes wear the brush
springs apply too little pressure where the brushes
contact the commutator.

An old trick to testing a generator is to “motor” it.
Disconnect the belt and all the wires from the gen-
erator, connect a battery negative (-) to the gener-
ator frame and also to the Field terminal (marked
F). Screw a nut onto the armature terminal to pre-
vent any arcing from damaging the threads. Then
connect a jumper from the Armature terminal
(marked A) to the positive (+) terminal of the bat-
tery. It should run like an electric motor. Listen for
unusual noises - bearing damage, etc.. Don’t run it
any longer than necessary or you will overheat the

DC Generator Testing & Repair
by Alan Blay
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Tips

· To reduce weight, there is no frame. Recommend using wood glue and brads on all joints.
· Overlap 90 degree corners of quarter round and power sand down to rounded corner.
· You can’t put enough paint on the surface to cover poor preparation. So, fill any gaps with wood putty and sand
surfaces and joints til smooth, prime and sand again.
· Use oil base gloss house paint thinned with paint thinner (60% paint to 40% thinner). Spray three coats of paint
using about 45 lbs. air pressure, hand scuff with very fine sand paper, between 1st two coats. Allow to dry 24
hours between coats. For clean edges between colors, use a high quality painters tape.
· To replicate a rubber gasket look around the computer face glass, I used thin black vinyl striping tape.
· Use ¼” “lexan” instead of plexiglass for glass face. Because the screw holes are close to the edge, Plexiglass
would probably crack and break. Can be custom cut at most local glass shops.

Good Luck! If you have any questions, call me at 850-499-4736, leave a message and I’ll return your call.

Recessed Meter Face Plate:
* Cut opening in front & back panels. Attach hobby board around

opening. Leave 1/4” recess for lexan window. Affix 1/4” plywood
to back. Adhere graphic to plywood.

Four Corners:
* All 4 sides arer constructed of 1/2” plywood.
* Corner piece is 1 1/2” Quarter Round.
* Glue and nail 1 X 1 battens to each end back of side pieces.
*     Battens allow corner quarter round to connect side panels to front & back panels.

Front & Back Panels are made of 3/4 inch plywood w/ 3/4 “ quarter round glued and nailed to 
sides and top. Attach to front and back sides with 1 1/2 “ nails and Liquid Nails.

Materials:
1/2 inch plywood.
3/4 inch plywood.
1/4 inch plywood.
1 1/2 inch quarter round trim.
1/2 inch quarter round trim.
1 X 1 (actually 3/4X3/4) trim.
1/2 X 1 1/2 inch hobby board.
1 X 3 inch board.
Wood Filler.
Caulking Gun, White Paintable Caulk, Liquid Nails.
Primer.
Wood Glue.
Enamel Paint, Paint Thinner.
1/4 inch Lexan (Plexiglass is too brittle.)
1/2” #2 Stainless Phillips Head Screws.
1” Black Hose & 1” Connector Elbow.
Gas Pump Handle.
Light Switch Cover w/ Screws.
Replacement Bathroom Lavatory Handle.
Gas Pump Globe & Mounting Bracket.
Self Adhesive Graphics.

Tools:
Assembly Table or Saw Horses.
Air Compressor & Hose.
Paint Spray Gun w/ Cup.
18 gauge Nail Gun (1 1/2 and 3/4 inch brads)
Orbital Sander (Medium & Fine Sandpaper.)
Drill (1” & 3/32” bits.)
Phillips Head Screwdriver.
Circular Saw w/ Plywood Blade.
Handsaw.

Suppliers:
Gas pump hose and handle purchased at

Tractor Supply store or online.
1/4” Lexan can be purchased and cut to size at

most commercial glass shops.
Standard pump globes, mounting brackets and graphics

can be purchased from Gas Pump Heaven.
They can also produce a custom SACC globe.
(402-592-1710). Most local sign shops can print
custom graphics on self adhesive vinyl.

generator. This will also polarize the generator. If
the generator doesn’t spin during this test, it is
most likely defective.

Disassembling a generator involves removing the
two long bolts, and removing the front and rear
mounting plates from the main case. Next we
remove the armature, which is a series of copper
windings around a shaft. There are not many mov-
ing parts in a DC generator. Common problems are
worn brushes, bearings, and bushings.
Sometimes armatures and commutators go bad
and repairing those items usually involves a spe-
cialty shop.

Remaining in the case are the contact brushes,
which generate the current from the rotating arma-
ture. These brushes are connected to two termi-
nals on the generator case. Contact brushes even-
tually wear out and must be replaced. The battery
will be on discharge, so current will be supplied by
the battery without replenishment, and vehicle will
be driveable for a short while until it stalls. Then
you need brushes, a new battery and a tow.

Finally, we must set the voltage regulator so the
battery only charges when necessary. The six
cylinder Corvette has a 45 amp generator, as
opposed to 30 amps for the passenger car. If you
use a 30 amp generator on a Corvette you will
eventually drain the battery. Full gauges, Radio
with separate power pack speaker and other
accessories along with the higher compression
ratio required additional current. I installed a 30
amp generator in a 1954 Corvette once and battery
was useless after a month.

The generator rebuild kit above is sold by Corvette
Central for 1953-1962 Corvettes. It sells for about
$70.00 and includes the brush springs. Springs
should always be changed when replacing brush-
es. Some kits cost less, but don’t include some
needed parts.

Don't forget to polarize the generator after you re-
install it! Generators need some magnetism to get
started. This magnetism remains in the field coils
even after the engine is stopped. Use the same
jumper procedure as the “motor” test explained
previously. Touch the positive lead to armature (A)
terminal momentarily (less than one second) and
its polarized.
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Choosing, Fitting and Installing
1974 Corvette Rear 2 Piece Bumper Cover

            byRichFerraro

Time to fit the rear bumper, after researching several suppliers (reference my first 
article front bumper cover install) I decided to stick with Ecklers to supply the rear 
two piece bumper. I initially ordered the one piece hard fiberglass cover and it fit 
quite well just holding it in place, however I could not buy into the “fake “ seam so I 
exchanged it for the more expensive two piece flexible fiberglass unit (Ecklers had no 
problem with the exchange) The two piece bumper is more difficult to fit but it looks 
correct and it gives you the opportunity to transfer all 
the original hardware from the original polyurethane 
bumper cover thus keeping the judges happy. Because 
this Corvette was garaged since new all the original 
hardware was in excellent condition. I have included 
photos of the license plate area so you can see  the 
amount of fasteners, brackets, rivets & cleats etc. used 
in the center seam area including a metal stiffener 
along the bottom of each half bumper.(Fig.1)
  By now most of the original polyurethane bumper should have fallen off your Corvette 
and have hit the car behind you, however you will still need to remove the two top 
and two side retainers, bottom metal stiffeners, polyurethane brackets, marker lights 
and associated hardware. Next inspect the body mating surfaces for any extruding 

rivets, imperfections etc. and inspect the new bumper covers 
for flashing and uneven mating surface, at this point I would 
suggest it’s good practice to modify, cut, grind or destroy the 
new piece rather than your original Corvette, before fitting the 
bumper you will have to cut a relief into the center “flange” 
mating surface of each bumper (in the center seam) to clear 
the sub bumper, you can trace a pattern from your original 
bumpers where they are 
riveted together in the 

center seam (Fig.2). 
  At this point line up the mating surfaces in the 
center seam and drill the holes necessary for the 
rivets and cleats that will join both halves (Fig.3), 
fit nuts and bolts to top, center and bottom holes 
in the seam, keeping the top (finger tight), center 
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and bottom (loose) to allow play for left & right 
outer bumper fit, now with both halves joined 
fit bumper cover to the body starting in the 
center, clamp the bumper working alternately 
left and right clamping while aligning bumper 
to body ( I used 6-8 small vise grips as clamps) 
once you’re happy with the alignment take a 
sharpie and mark the holes (for the retainer 

studs) through the body onto the mating 
surface of new bumper. Now remove the 
bumper (as one piece) and drill the holes in the 
mating surface and fit the retainers in the new 
bumper(Fig.4&5), you may have to use your 
dremel tool to clean up the inner surface for a 

good fit, are you 
confused yet? (I 
am) Now carefully fit the bumper to the body and snug 
up the retainer nuts just enough to check your perimeter 
fit, left & right (Fig 6&7), if it’s good snug up those two 
loose bolts in the center seam, this will tighten up the 
lower seam & pull things together (fig.8)
   Now you can remove 
the bumper and cut 

out the holes for the license plate bracket, lights, 
bumper brackets and lower stiffeners and paint the 
inner surface semi flat black to simulate the back of 
the polyurethane cover. If your sick of these articles 

let me know if not 
the next article 
will be filling the 
covers for good body fit and paint, painting needs 
to be done before the bumpers are riveted together 
permanently, thats the way it was done at the 
factory.
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The electric generator and the electric motor are
the opposites of each other. The generator devel-
ops direct electrical current by using mechanical
energy to turn a shaft rotating in a magnetic field.
An electric motor uses direct electrical current to
create a magnetic field which causes a shaft to
rotate developing mechanical energy. An automo-
bile generator can be tested by “motoring” it. By
connecting the proper voltage to it, it will spin like
an electric motor. More about this later.

All solid axle Corvettes, and all GM vehicles until
1963, were originally equipped with generators. As
higher compression ratios in engines became
common, as well as operating so many electrically
driven accessories, the direct current generator
struggled to recharge the battery while supplying
current for the increased number of electrical
options. In 1960 Chrysler developed the alternat-
ing current generator, better known as the alterna-
tor. By 1963 the alternator became standard issue
industry wide. Every Chrysler, GM and Ford corpo-
ration automobile now had alternators and the

generator was obsolete except for some lawn trac-
tors and other such implements.

For the solid axle Corvettes, we are concerned with
the generator as original equipment. It receives its
input power from a belt shared with the water
pump driven off the crankshaft pulley. The genera-
tor pulley has an integrated cooling fan. The six
cylinder Corvettes have an enclosed impeller for
cooling, the V-8 generators have an open impeller.
On six volt vehicles, the enclosed impeller was
selected to move more cooling air thru the genera-
tor. Once 12 volt electrics came in, by 1958 it was
found that enclosing the impeller was not neces-
sary.

Testing your generator:
It’s easy to check if your generation is working
properly. You will need a voltmeter. Measure the
voltage across the battery - 6V should be 6.3, 12V
should be 12.6 with the engine off. Start the engine
and test again. As you rev up the engine, you
should get about 7 volts (6V battery) or about 14
volts (12V battery). If so, the generator is working
and charging the battery.

If voltage doesn’t increase, the most common rea-
son is worn brushes. As brushes wear the brush
springs apply too little pressure where the brushes
contact the commutator.

An old trick to testing a generator is to “motor” it.
Disconnect the belt and all the wires from the gen-
erator, connect a battery negative (-) to the gener-
ator frame and also to the Field terminal (marked
F). Screw a nut onto the armature terminal to pre-
vent any arcing from damaging the threads. Then
connect a jumper from the Armature terminal
(marked A) to the positive (+) terminal of the bat-
tery. It should run like an electric motor. Listen for
unusual noises - bearing damage, etc.. Don’t run it
any longer than necessary or you will overheat the

DC Generator Testing & Repair
by Alan Blay

The Greater Los Angeles California area was
always big on roadsters. A dry climate on an ocean
enables one to use an open car for many days out
of the year. In 1911 Harley Earl at age 18 started
designing cars in the Southern CA area for affluent
people who wanted something different to drive.
Forty two years later, working at General Motors,
the first Corvette was styled by him for display at
the GM Motorama.

Many of the 300 1953 serial numbered Corvettes
were either sold to people picked by Chevrolet,
such as military or industry captains like Colonel
Elliott Springs in the last issue who purchased
#155. Or, they were used for engineering or testing
purposes, then perhaps dismantled or given to
someone in the fray, such as General Curtis LeMay,
who received #031 and #144. I wrote about General
LaMay in a story two issues ago.

Starting in January, 1954, after all 300 1953 serial
numbered cars were distributed, the business of
selling the Corvette to the public became the great

task. I had written about a Popular Mechanics sur-
vey in October, 1954, where Corvette purchasers
were polled, and an October, 1955 Consumer
Reports Road Test and Comparison of the 1955
Corvette vs 1955 Ford Thunderbird. It is stated that
the Corvette is a great road car, but not competition
ready as delivered. But then, few cars are. Even
Ferrari was not sold as transportation until 1956.
From 1947 thru 1955, most of their meager produc-
tion was sold to competition racers of the marque,
to their specifications. In addition to Enzo Ferrari
himself, and his distributor friend Luigi Chinnetti,
wealthy self funded racers such as James
Kimberly, of the Kimberly Clark paper products
empire ordered and purchased competition
Ferraris for their sport. Jaguar XK120, MG TC,
OSCA, Siata, Jowett Jupiter, Talbot and many more
were specifically ordered and modified by their
drivers and/or sponsors.

Harry Mann Chevrolet, and their Sales Manager
Frank Milne, started in November, 1953 when
they took delivery of #085 in their Crenshaw
Boulevard showroom. Maybe Colorado
Boulevard is famous in song, but it is the
Boulevard of broken dreams. Crenshaw
Boulevard is where dreams were made in the
Harry Mann Chevrolet showroom.

Frank Milne became very involved with market-
ing the Corvette starting in March, 1954, when
he sold the second Harry Mann Corvette to-HIM-
SELF!!! GM President Harlow Curtice toured
with the 1954 Motorama and when it arrived in
LA in March, he met with many local Chevrolet

Dealers and their personnel. Frank was inspired to
drive his newly purchased 1954 to the famed
Pebble Beach Concourse, and as far north as San

THE FIRST MARKETING TEAM FOR 1954

Late 1953 display of 1924 Chevrolet, new 1954 Chevrolet, and the
first Corvette Harry Mann Chevrolet took delivery of, 1953 #085.
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Dear Editor,
I thought your readers might find this interesting if
you choose to publish it in the paper. If you do,
please feel free to edit the following anyway you
wish. Attached are before and after photos.

Current owner of 1956 restored national award
winning classic Corvette looking for original buyer
possibly from Monticllo, NY area. Gary Fickeisen
from Moravia, NY spent fourteen years restoring
this Corvette to its original pristine condition.
There is a mystery about this car which hopefully
can be answered by someone in this area.
Regards, Gary Fickeisen

Shortly after the newspaper ran my litle story, I
received a phone call from Herman G of
Jeffersonville New York who had just read the arti-
cle.

Herman and co-worker Donald C were coming
home from work in the summer of 1960 or 1961.
On Rt 141, Horseshoe Lake road, Kaunoenga Lake
area they came upon a wrecked Corvette. The
accident scene was across from Old White lake
Speedway, and now Sullivan Speedway. Sullivan
County Sheriff and Bethel Ambulance were on the
scene. There was a green Corvette up side down
in the road. Two guys had died and one survivor
was still pinned under car. Herman and Donald
helped flip the car over to get him out.

SHOW RECORD - E56S004090

2 NCRS National Top Flight awards.
NCRS Founders Award.
Pictured in Corvette Fever.
Appeared in Paragon’s catalog.
1996 issue of C.S.P. calendar.
June 1996 issue Vintage Guitar Classics

Magazine.
1996 & 1999 Fall issues Cars & Parts

Corvette Magazine.
April 2000 Vette Vues Magazine.
Featured Car - Television’s Motor Week Program.
1992 - Driven to the SACE meet in Jacksonville,

Illinnois.
Displayed at North East Classic Car Museum,

Norwich, NY.
2016 - Displayed at International Motor Racing

Research Center in Watkins Glen, NY.

The road has a crest and drops off quickly. The
Corvette appeared to be traveling at a high rate of
speed and upon cresting the knoll the car became
airborne. It hit a pole or guard rail flipping over
and sliding 200 to 300 feet on it’s top.

Anyone who has any information about the origi-
nal or previous owners please contact Gary at
gary@Chronicalguidance.com or 1-800-622-7284
weekdays or 315-730-3215 anytime.

Francisco. The Corvette was not easily accepted by
the foreign sports car crowd, as they felt "if it is
imported, it is important". Very silly, but a lot of
work was done by Milne and their dealership sold
about 200 of the 1954 Corvettes in the Southern
California area.

At the Motorama event in March, Road and Track
Magazine was in attendance and performed the first
road test, which was published in June, 1954. They
liked the Corvette, although it was not a "competi-
tion ready automobile". But it was desirable as an
open roadster for the area. In the publicity photos of
the event at Harbor Freeway and Rose Bowl, there
were 8 red ones and four black ones, and about 20
white ones. The road test uses one of the four black
ones. Interestingly, the under hood photo shows
chrome valve cover and chrome ignition shielding,
and expansion tank has the two depression bands.
This Corvette is probably between serial #115
and #200.

My red 1954, serial number 70, is very likely

one of the eight red ones. These repaints were lac-
quer over an assembled polo white car. Some of the
white was removed but traces remained, and paint
jobs were nothing like you see on restored show
cars today. The nitrocellulose lacquer is a shock to
show goers today.

The point is colors other than white, extra chrome
dress ups and extensive marketing to sell a road-
ster for about one year's pay in 1954 were achieve-
ments that are never documented in Corvette
books, and I enjoy the research of this evidence.

In 1970 Frank Milne took in a 1957 on trade for a
new 1970. He restored the Corvette and showed it
all over the LA basin. He prided himself on first

place trophies,
tough to do back
then with no
large reproduc-
tion parts indus-
try like we have
today.

The Harry Mann
d e a l e r s h i p
closed about 30
years ago. Frank
Milne sold many
high perform-
ance Chevrolet
products on
C r e n s h a w
Boulevard, where
dreams were
made.

1954 Corvette #070 on display at America on
Wheels museum. It is in an unrestored vehicle
exhibit at the museum. Very possibly one of the 8
red 1954 Corvettes in the LA Motorama display.
39,013 original miles.

Owner/restorer Frank Milne with his 1957
Corvette. Photo was taken in 1971.
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Chevrolet drops the top — and the hammer — with the 2019 
Corvette ZR1 convertible 
Chevrolet today dropped the top on the 2019 Corvette ZR1 with the global introduction of the 
ZR1 convertible, the first ZR1 drop-top since the original 1970 model-year ZR1. 

On sale next spring alongside the Corvette ZR1 coupe, the ZR1 convertible emphasizes 
Corvette’s iconic proportions and functional sculpture, highlighting the seamless transition 
between the exterior and interior. 

The ZR1 coupe will carry a suggested retail price of $119,995, while the ZR1 convertible will 
start at $123,995 (prices include destination charge, but exclude tax, title and othe r dealer fees). 

“The new Corvette ZR1 convertible is a supercar in all respects,” said Mark Reuss, executive 
vice president, Global Product Development, Purchasing and Supply Chain. “Few others can 
challenge the ZR1 convertible’s power and speed while offering the exhilaration of top-down 
motoring.” 

The performance and technology introduced on the Corvette ZR1 coupe carry over to the new 
ZR1 convertible. The strength of the Corvette’s aluminum chassis means the only structural 
changes in the convertible are accommodations for the folding top and repositioned safety belt 
mounts. The power top can be operated remotely or while driving up to 30 mph.  

In fact, the curb weight difference between the ZR1 coupe and convertible is less than 60 
pounds (27 kg), with most of the difference attributed to the folding top hardware.  

“The ZR1 convertible is a no-compromise supercar,” said Corvette Executive Chief Engineer 
Tadge Juechter. “Thanks to the strong structure, the suspension tuning between coupe and 
convertible models is identical, meaning the ZR1 convertible offers the same benchmark 
performance, including a top speed of over 200 mph.”  
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Top speed-enabling aero, horsepower 

The Corvette ZR1’s unique aero package is central to the coupe’s 212 -mph (341 kph) top speed. 
Its standard, stanchion-mounted Low Wing generates road-holding downforce with minimal 
drag, enabling the benchmark top speed. This was evident during top -speed testing at 
Germany’s Papenburg proving ground.  

An adjustable High Wing is part of the new $2,995 ZTK Performance Package, which also 
includes a front splitter with carbon-fiber end caps, Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tires and 
specific chassis and Magnetic Ride Control tuning. It is designed to help generate faster lap 
times through maximum grip in the corners, with up to 950 pounds of downforce. The top speed 
is lower with the High Wing but still exceeds 200 mph.  

Complementing the ZR1’s aero advantage on the way to 212 mph is the thrust generated by the 
exclusive LT5 6.2L supercharged engine, which is rated at an SAE-certified 755 horsepower 
(563 kW) and 715 lb-ft of torque (969 Nm). A seven-speed manual transmission and a ZR1-first 
paddle-shift eight-speed automatic transmission are offered with it. Preliminary testing has 
shown 0-60 mph in under 3.0 seconds and the quarter mile in the high 10-second range when 
the engine is equipped with the eight-speed automatic. 

The LT5 features a new, more efficient intercooled supercharger system, along with GM’s first 
dual fuel-injection system, which employs primary direct injection and supplemental port 
injection. Compared to the supercharger system on the Corvette Z06’s LT4 engine, the LT5 
employs a larger, 2.65-liter supercharger that generates more boost while spinning at a slightly 
slower speed. That reduces heat to help maintain a lower air intake temperature for optimal 
performance. 

Four new radiators also help manage cooling in the ZR1, which features 13 radiators in all, 
including circuits for engine oil, transmission and differential cooling.  

A distinctive voice 

A new, patent-pending exhaust system is the voice of the supercharged LT5 engine and offers 
the most aggressive sound ever for a production Corvette.  

Building on the bi-modal exhaust system offered on other Corvette models, it features four 
distinct modes and sound levels: Stealth, Tour, Sport and Track. In Stealth mode, the ZR1 is 
quieter than the Corvette Z06, while in Track mode it is significantly louder.  

In Track mode, a spring-loaded passive valve closes to allow virtually unrestricted exhaust  flow 
for maximum performance. The exhaust note for all modes was carefully tuned to deliver a 
distinctive sound. 
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ENGINE BUILD 
 
Assemble the 650-hp supercharged LT4 engine for your Z06® or the 750-hp LT5 engine for 
your ZR1 at the new Performance Build Center inside the Bowling Green Assembly Plant. The 
Engine Build Experience is selected with order code PBC and is offered on all Z06 and ZR1 
trim levels. 
Includes: 

 A full day with a Performance Build Center engine assembly technician who instructs and 
oversees the build 

 A personalized engine plaque and poster identifying the customer who performed 
the engine build 

 Professional photography of the experience  
 Piston trophy commemorating the experience with customer name and date 
 Build Your Own Engine Polo and Z06/ZR1 cap  

After the order is submitted, personnel from the National Corvette Museum will handle 
concierge services for the customer, following up on the scheduled build date and handling 
logistics on the day of the build. The customer is responsible for travel costs to Bowling Green 
and lodging. 

On the day of the engine build, the customer arrives at the Bowling Green Assembly Plant front 
door at 5:45 AM CT. 

5:45 AM – Greeted by National Corvette Museum Host  
5:45 AM – 6:00 AM – Continental Breakfast 
6:00 AM – Safety Presentation / Pre-Build Pictures 
6:30 AM – Build Begins 
11:00 AM – 11:45 AM – Lunch 
11:45 AM – 1:30 PM – Complete Engine Build 
1:30 PM – 2:30 PM – Cold Test Engine 
2:30 PM – 3:00 PM – Completion Ceremony 
3:00 PM – Departure 

Upon completion, the engine moves to the vehicle assembly area of the plant, where it will be 
installed with the scheduled assembly of the customer’s Z06/ZR1.  

You can also opt for Museum Delivery (order code R8C), which personalizes the bu ying 
experience with delivery at the National Corvette Museum. This option is available for Corvette 
Stingray, Grand Sport, Z06, and ZR1 customers.  

Engine Build Program Cost 
$5,000 
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If you wish to put an ad in the newsletter, 
contact Jay Tansey at 203-910-9911 or 

btansey@charter.net.
He will instruct you how to do it.

 For Sale NOS 1963 Rear Spring
 Wanted Lower NOS Ball Joint 
 Part Number - 3886422

Please call Ron Goduti at 
(203) 530 - 0510 or email at

RgodutiLT1@yahoo.com


